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THE BAGAVAD GITAABRIDGES AND EXPLAINED SETTING FORTH THE HINDU CREED

DISCIPLINE AND IDEALSBYC.RAJAGOPALACHARIPages - 126Chakravarti Rajagopalachari,

popularly known as "Rajaji" or "C.R" was a great patriot, astute politician, incisive thinker, great

visionary and one of the greatest statesmen of all time. He was a close associate of Mahatma

Gandhi, hailed as conscience-keeper of the Mahatma. As an ardent freedom- fighter, as Chief

Minister of Madras, as Governor of West Bengal, as Home Minister of India and as the first Indian

Governor General of India, he rendered yeoman service to the nation and left an indelible

impression on our contemporary life. Rajaji was closely associated with Kulapati Munshiji and he

was among the distinguished founder members of the Bhavan. The Bhavan had the privilege of

publishing 18 books (see page ii) authored by 'him so far, the copyright of which he gifted to the

Bhayan. All of Rajaji's works, especially on Marcus Aurelius, the Bhagavad Gita and Upanishads

are popular. In Mahabharata and Ramayana he has displayed his inimitable flair for story- telling

and the applying moral of stories to the. needs of modern times. In the present book Kural are given

selections from the living ver.ses of the immortal Tamil Poet-Saint Tiru-Valluar. The selection are

made with the acumen native to Rajaji and are explained in the English which is his own. They are

sure to enrich the reader's mind. Rajaji passed away in 1972 at the age of 94.
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I grew up in the USA so I haven't been able to really appreciate many aspects of some versions of

the Hindu Epics - They gave me the story but didn't help me understand why these stories should

matter to my modern life. However, I absolutely love Rajaji's versions of the Mahabharat &

Ramayan! He gives you a family tree diagram of the various characters in the beginning (half my

headache solved!). He also gives us cultural context and emotion. As such, he truly communicates

the 'Bhaava' of these precious epics to present day people and children who didn't grow up in India.

I highly recommend Rajaji's books, especially as one's first exposure to these epics!
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